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The  Pioneer 
Valley  Region 

This  publication  is  one  in  a  four- 
part  series  of  statistical  guides  to 
the  Pioneer  Valley  Region  of 
Western  Massachusetts.  The 
Pioneer  Valley  Region  encom- 
passes the  forty-three  communi- 
ties of  both  Hampden  and  Hamp- 
shire Counties.  It  is  located  in 
the  midwestern  section  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and,  as  home  to  602,878 
residents,  represents  the  fourth 
largest  metropolitan  area  in  New 
England.  The  region  covers 
approximately  1200  square  miles, 
roughly  the  same  size  as  Rhode 
Island.  The  six  cities  in  the 
region  have  a  mayoral  form  of 
government  while  the  thirty- 
seven  towns  are  governed  by 
town  meeting. 

VERMONT 


The  area  is  unique  within  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
offering  a  diverse  economic  base, 
internationally  known  education- 
al institutions  and  unparalleled 
scenic  beauty.  The  Connecticut 
River  with  its  fertile  agricultural 
valley  and  the  surrounding 
foothills  of  the  Berkshire 
Mountains  provide  premier 
natural  resources. 

Choices  in  lifestyles  range  from 
contemporary  downtown  living  to 
stately  historic  homes.  Quality 
living  is  available  in  urban,  rural 
or  suburban  communities. 


CONNECTCUT 


Springfield,  the  third  largest  city 
in  Massachusetts,  is  the  region's 
cultural  and  economic  center. 
The  cities  of  Holyoke  and 
Chicopee  were  the  first  planned 
industrial  communities  in  the 
nation.  A  variety  of  international 
companies  have  their  headquar- 
ters or  major  plants  in  the  region, 
including  Milton  Bradley, 
Monsanto  Chemical  Company, 
Massachusetts  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company  and 
Stanhome,  Inc. 

Often  referred  to  as  the  "Cross- 
roads of  New  England,"  the 
Pioneer  Valley  Region  is  located 
at  the  interchange  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Turnpike  and  Interstate 
91.  Domestic  and  international 
air  travel  is  available  in  less  than 
a  one-half  hour  drive  from 
Springfield  at  Bradley  Interna- 
tional Airport  in  Connecticut. 
Passenger  rail  service  is  available 
through  Amtrack  with  a  station  in 
the  city  of  Springfield. 

Significant  tourist  attractions 
include  the  Basketball  Hall  of 
Fame,  the  Volleyball  Hall  of 
Fame,  Mount  Tom  Ski  Area,  the 
Eastern  States  Expositions  and 
the  picturesque  college  communi- 
ties of  Amherst,  Northampton 
and  South  Hadley. 
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About  This  Report 

This  report  is  the  third  statistical 
guide  published  by  the  Pioneer 
Valley  Planning  Commission 
since  1977.  It  includes  informa- 
tion about  employment  trends, 
population  characteristics,  trans- 
portation and  other  socioeco- 
nomic characteristics.  Much  of 
this  data  is  used  by  the  Commis- 
sion for  regional  planning  activi- 
ties. It  also  provides  a  general 
reference  and  resource  for 
individuals  or  organizations 
seeking  information  about  the 
region  and  its  cities  and  towns. 


A  View  of  Our  Valley  consists  of 
four  major  sections.  Each  section 
is  published  individually  and  is 
available  as  a  separate  report. 
Collectively,  the  entire  publica- 
tion offers  a  comprehensive  view 
of  the  Pioneer  Valley  Region. 

Population 

Presents  demographic  information 

Market  Trends 

Examines  residential  real  estate, 
commercial  real  estate  and  retail 
trends 

Employment  and  Income 

Contains  data  on  employment, 
wage  rates  and  income 

Transportation 

Describes  passenger  and  freight 
transportation  services  and 
infrastructure 


Previous  base  data  reports  were 
published  by  the  Commission  in 
1977  and  1984.  In  updating  and 
preparing  this  release  of  the 
report,  information  from  the  1990 
census  and  other  current  sources 
have  been  incorporated.  Every 
effort  has  been  made  to  provide 
data  from  a  common  denominator 
basis  of  1990.  While  some 
sources  are  dated  1989,  this 
information  is  usually  taken  from 
the  1990  Census.  In  answering 
questions  for  the  1990  Census, 
the  point  of  reference  for  some 
answers  was  the  previous  year  of 
1989.  For  these  questions,  1989 
becomes  the  most  recent  informa- 
tion available.  In  some  instances, 
direct  parallels  between  this 
report  and  the  two  early  publica- 
tions were  not  possible;  compa- 
rable information  was  not  always 
available.  Within  this  publica- 
tion, two  sets  of  data  with  com- 
mon labels  may  come  from 
differing  sources  and  therefore 
may  not  be  comparable.  Every 
effort  has  been  made  to  state  the 
specific  sources  and  to  indicate 
any  aspects  of  the  data  which 
may  require  caution  when 
interpreting. 
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The  information  contained  in 
these  publications  may  be  useful 
in  a  variety  of  applications: 

•  Environmental  Planning 

•  Economic  and  Community 
Development 

•  Growth  Assessment 

•  Market  Research 

•  Grant  Preparation 

In  addition  to  planning  boards, 
the  following  individuals  or 
groups  may  find  the  information 
valuable: 

•  Citizen  Groups 

•  Educational  Institutions 

•  Businesses 

•  Chambers  of  Commerce 

•  Real  Estate  Developers 

•  Social  Service  Agencies 

•  Government  Agencies  and 
Officials 


The  major  source  of  information 
used  throughout  this  report  comes 
from  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce,  Bureau  of 
the  Census.  Other  sources 
include  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  for  Social  and  Economic 
Research  and  surveys  conducted 
by  the  Pioneer  Valley  Planning 
Commission. 

The  Pioneer  Valley  Planning 
Commission  offers  additional 
information  and  publications  for 
these  topics  and  other  areas  not 
covered  in  the  report.  Custom- 
ized research  and  analytical 
services  are  also  available. 
For  more  information,  call  the 
Commission's  Regional  Data 
Center  at  (413)  781-6045. 
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i  b      i  b 


Overall 

Population  Trends 


The  population  of  the  Pioneer 
Valley  Region  increased  3.6% 
between  1980  and  1990.  This 
compares  to  a  4.9%  increase  for 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, 7.0%  for  New  England,  and 
8.2%  for  the  United  States. 


Statistics  from  the  1990  U.S. 
Decennial  Census  indicate  that 
among  the  Region's  43  commu- 
nities, the  City  of  Springfield 
gained  the  greatest  number  of 
people  (4,664),  growing  by  3.1%. 
This  increase  follows  two  de- 
cades of  population  loss  for  the 


region's  central  city.  Only  four 
of  the  region's  communities  ex- 
perienced a  slight  loss  in  popula- 
tion between  1980  and  1990.  For 
the  region  as  a  whole,  however, 
the  population  remained  relatively 
constant,  neither  increasing  nor 
decreasing  significantly. 


Figure  1  -  POPULATION  CHANGE  1980-1990 
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Figure  2  -  SUB-REGIONAL  DESIGNATIONS 
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Even  though  the  region's  central 
cities  experienced  a  small  rate  of 
increase  between  1980  and  1990, 
the  urbanized  area  continues 
to  house  well  over  half  of  the 
region's  total  population.  Over 
time,  however,  historical  devel- 
opment patterns  changed  and  the 
region's  residents  moved  further 
from  the  urban  core  communities 


which  border  the  central  river 
valley.  In  1950,  78.6%  of  the 
region's  residents  lived  in  com- 
munities that  are  located  along 
the  Connecticut  River.  Today, 
that  number  is  down  to  65.8% 
as  development  continues  to 
expand  in  suburban  and  rural 
communities. 


In  the  1950's,  suburban  commu- 
nities experienced  unmatched 
rates  of  growth.  Inthel980's, 
however,  the  highest  rates  of 
growth  were  found  at  the  edges 
of  the  classic  suburbs  in  the 
region's  rural  communities. 
Fourteen  of  the  region's  1 8  rural 
communities  experienced  double- 
digit  rates  of  growth  between 
1980  and  1990. 


Table  1  - 

POPULATION  CHANGE  IN  THE  PIONEER  VALLEY  REGION 

1960 

1970 

Change 

1980 

Change 

1990 

Change 

Urban 

345,065 

341,790 

-  3,275 
-9% 

317,860 

-  23,930 
-7% 

324,980 

7,120 
2.2% 

Subregional  Centers 

31,593 

46,198 

14,605 
46.2% 

53,571 

7,373 
16% 

57,090 

3,519 
6.6% 

Suburban 

137,498 

173,680 

36,180 
26.3% 

185,203 

11,523 
6.6% 

191,672 

6,469 
3.5% 

Rural 

18,426 

21,363 

2,937 
15.9% 

25,197 

3,833 
17.9% 

29,136 

3,939 
15.6% 

Pioneer  Valley  Region 

532,582 

583,031 

50,449 
9.5% 

581,831 

- 1,200 
-0.2% 

602,878 

21,047 

3.6% 

Source:  Pioneer  Valley  Planning  Commission 
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Table  2  -  POPULATION  CHANGE  1950-1990  PIONEER  VALLEY  REGION 

Census 

Census  Percent 

Census  Percent 

Census 

Percent 

Census 

Percent 

Community 

Pop. 

Pop. 

Change 

Pop. 

Change 

Pop. 

Change 

Pop. 

Change 

1950 

1960 

1950-1960       1970  1960-1970 

1980  1970-1980 

1990 

1980-1990 

10  166 

15,781 

55.2 

21,717 

37.6 

26,271 

21.0 

27  323 

4  0 

A  m  HatcI 
rMMIlCI  M 

iu,o  JO 
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15  ??8 

o.u 
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15.6 

5,936 

14.5 
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40.5 

10  570 

/  y 

lf\  0 

RlanHfnrH 

D  lal  1 U  1  v.) I  U 

597 

J/  / 

636 

6.5 

863 

35.7 

1,038 

20.3 

1  187 

14  4 

ft  rim  Ht^lH 

DI  UllllClU 

1  18? 

1,1  (V 

1,414 

19.6 

1,907 

34.9 

2,317 

21.5 

3  001 

90  5 

1  797 

1       7  _ 

1,155 

-10.6 

1,025 

-11.3 

1,123 

9.6 

1  9X0 
1  ,  —  o  u 

14  0 

v^IlLSlCIllCIU 

4Q6 

556 

12.1 

704 

26.6 

1,000 

42.0 

1  ,IttO 

4  8 

49  21 1 

61,553 

25.1 

66,676 

8.3 

55,112 

-17.3 

*56  612 

2  8 

f  ii  m  m  i  n  tr  ton 

620 

550 

-11.3 

562 

2.2 

657 

16.9 

785 

19  5 

Tra^t  T  nntrmMdnw 

4  881 

10,294 

110.9 

13,029 

26.6 

12,905 

-1.0 

13  367 

3  6 

FnQth^mntnn 

L-sCl  j  LI  1  UJ  1  lUlUll 

10  694 

12,326 

15.3 

13,012 

5.6 

15,580 

19.7 
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vJUMldl 
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19.9 

483 
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651 

34.8 
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77  5 
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1  816 
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3.2 
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1  7 
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-8.6 
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33.7 
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1  o 
1.8 
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6  1?5 
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9.6 
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9.6 

7,315 

-0.5 

7  776 

/  ,  /  /D 

6  1 
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112.1 
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33.9 
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42.8 
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/  Jy 
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17.  L 
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?Q  601 
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-1.3 
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<  Q 
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1  171 

71  5 
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r  lai  1 1 1  iviu 
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3.9 
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21.1 

425 

48.1 

571 

14  4 

P  iiccaII 

1  798 

1,366 

5.2 
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1.2 

1,570 

13.6 

1  504 

1  <s 
1 .  J 

South  Hadley 

14,956 

47.4 

17,033 

13.9 

16,399 

-3.7 

1  <  <G< 

16,Ooj 

1  *7 

1 .  / 
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1  187 

l,JO/ 

2,192 

58.0 

3,069 

40.0 
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34.8 

4  478 

8  7 
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2  855 
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80.0 
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7,382 

16.6 

7  667 

1  0 
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OUI  11  1 1. 1  IL  1U 

16?  "399 
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7.4 
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-6.1 
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-7.1 

1  56  081 

1  JO,70J 

1  1 

'  [  '/~\  1  lonH 

iu  / 
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-5.6 
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70.3 
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36.6 

Loy 

Zj.U 
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32.6 
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29.3 

1,177 

38.1 

1  ^fJ\ 

1 ,  JOO 

11  1 
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7  517 

7,517 

0.0 

8,187 

8.9 

8,953 
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Q  8D8 

0  5 

y.j 
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21.9 

28,461 

14.2 

27,042 

-5.0 

Z  /,JJ  / 

1  8 
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16.0 

38,372 

C  1 

3.2 
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W  cbUlallipiUIl 

45? 

coo 

583 

29.0 

793 

36.0 

1,137 

43.4 

1  ioi 

10.  / 

Wilbraham 

4,003 

7,387 

84.5 

11,984 

62.2 

12,053 

0.6 

12,635 

4.8 

Williamsburg 

2,056 

2,186 

6.3 

2,342 

7.1 

2,237 

^.5 

2,515 

12.4 

Worthington 

462 

597 

29.2 

712 

19.3 

932 

30.9 

1,156 

24.0 

Pioneer  Valley 

456,059 

532,708 

16.8 

583,031 

9.4 

581,830 

0.2 

602,878 

3.6 

Massachusetts 

5,689,170 

5,737,037 

0.8 

6,016,425 

4.9 

United  States 

203,221,926 

226,504,825 

11.5 

248,709,873 

9.8 

Source:  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census 
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Age  Characteristics 

Between  1980  and  1990,  the 
median  age  of  residents  in  all 
but  4  of  the  region's  communi- 
ties increased.  Rates  of  change 
in  the  median  ages  range  from 
a  slight  decrease  of  .5%  in 
Amherst,  a  reflection  of  the 
significant  student  population, 
to  an  increase  of  18.4%  in 
Hampden.  The  population  in  the 
Town  of  Hampden,  like  so  many 
bedroom  communities  has  a 
growing  senior  population, 
while  at  the  same  time,  Baby 
Boomers  are  getting  older. 


Some  of  the  region's  more  rural 
communities  experienced  an 
even  higher  rate  of  increase  in 
median  age. 

Between  1980  and  1990  the 
number  of  children  under  the 
age  of  15  increased  by  a  slight 
1.3%  or  1,641  children.  This 
is  a  dramatic  change  from  the 
previous  decade  when  the  num- 
ber of  children  under  age  15 
decreased  by  25%. 


Females  aged  70  and  over 
increased  by  19%  or  5,938  people 
while  males  of  the  same  age 
increased  25%  or  4,196  people. 
The  number  of  people  aged  65 
and  over  made  up  approximately 
14%  of  the  population  in  1990 
compared  to  approximately  12% 
in  1980.  The  number  of  people  of 
this  age  group  residing  in  group 
quarters  has  remained  at  approxi- 
mately 1  person  in  13  since  1970. 


Figure  3  -  AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION  1980/1990  PIONEER  VALLEY  REGION 
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Source:  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census 
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Table 

3  -  REGIONAL  AGE/SEX 

DISTRIBUTION 

Female 

Male 

Total 

Percent 

Age 

1980 

1990 

1980 

1990 

1990 

Change 

0  -  4 

16,705 

20,439 

17,972 

21,239 

41,678 

6.91 

c  n 

5  -  y 

18,494 

20,071 

Iy,/16 

21,033 

A  1    1  f\A 

41,104 

6.82 

10  -  14 

22,066 

17,901 

23,392 

19,304 

37,205 

6.17 

1j  -  IV 

31,678 

25,151 

2y,uzo 

T2  /111 

2j,4Zl 

48,3  /2 

8.UO 

20  -  24 

32,400 

29,977 

29,675 

26,743 

56,720 

Ail 

9.41 

Id  -  Ay 

24,121 

25,223 

ZJ.UUj 

24,082 

4y,j0j 

QIC 

8.18 

10  -  34 

21,938 

25,508 

90  797 

—  V.'.  ■  —  ■' 

94  314 

4Q  899 

8  96 

35-39 

16,944 

23,731 

15,796 

22,646 

46,377 

7.69 

40-44 

13,661 

21,252 

12,040 

20,02y 

A  1  lOI 

4 1 ,28 1 

D.8j 

45-49 

14,130 

16,040 

12,708 

15,456 

31,496 

5.22 

50-54 

16,016 

12,819 

14,773 

11,809 

24,628 

4.09 

55-59 

17,444 

12,816 

15,504 

11,296 

24,112 

4.00 

60-64 

16,073 

14,016 

13,647 

12,128 

26,144 

4.34 

65-69 

13,285 

14,724 

10,441 

11,725 

26,449 

4.39 

70-74 

10,795 

12,894 

7,163 

9,421 

22,315 

3.70 

75-79 

8,630 

10,091 

4,715 

6,046 

16,137 

2.68 

80-84 

6,150 

7,182 

2,796 

3,249 

10,431 

1.73 

85  + 

5,555 

6,901 

2,047 

2,201 

9,102 

1.51 

Total 

306,085 

316,736 

275,745 

286,142 

602,878 

100.00 

Source:  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census 
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Table  4  -  POPULATION  PROFILE  OF  PEOPLE  AGED  65 


Under  65 

65  and  Over 

Percent 

Percent 

Municipality 

1980 

1990 

Change 

1980 

1990 

Change 

Amherst 

31,8Z3 

11  A  17 

c  1 

J.l 

1  A  OA 
1 ,4  (JO 

1  7QA 

i,/yo 

77  7 
ll  .1 

Belchertown 

/,04U 

O  C70 

7/1  A 

Z4.0 

AOO 

oyy 

i,ujy 

C  1  C 

31.3 

B  landlord 

Q14 
yj4 

1  OA7 

1  ,uo  / 

14  7 
14. Z 

1  04 

1  70 

1  zu 

1  S  4 
1  J.4 

Bnmtield 

1  OTA 

i,y  /o 

7  COI 
Z,3o3 

10  7 

jU.  / 

i/i  i 

341 

418 

77  A 
ZZ.O 

Chester 

071 
7/1 

1  no 

1,1  JO 

1  7  7 

1  /  .Z 

1  -\7 
1 JZ 

147 
14Z 

A  A 
-O.O 

Chesterfield 

07  1 

yz  i 

OAC 

yoj 

/l  8 
4.0 

70 

/y 

81 
83 

C  1 

J.l 

Chicopee 

An  CQO 
4  /,JoU 

/I  A  QAT 

4o,o0/ 

1  c 

-1.3 

7  C77 

/,j3Z 

O  7AC 

y,  /to 

7Q  A 

zy.o 

Cummington 

C/1  1 
343 

ACT 
OS  j 

7C  8 

11/1 
1  14 

1  07 
1UZ 

IOC 

-1U.J 

East  Longmeadow 

I  1  TCQ 

I I  ,z  jy 

1 0  07 1 

iu,yzi 

1  o 
-3.U 

1  A/IA 
1,040 

7  /14A 
Z,440 

48  A 
40.O 

Easthampton 

1  1  811 
1  J,OJJ 

1 1  107 

1 5,5yL 

1  7 
-3.Z 

1  747 
1,1'*  1 

7  14C 
Z,14  J 

77  8 
ZZ.O 

Goshen 

SS  1 
JO  1 

7/17 
/4  / 

78  A 
Zo.O 

70 

81 

OJ 

1  8  A 
lO.O 

Granby 

A  OCO 

4,yjy 

/I  OAS 

4,yoo 

O  7 
U.Z 

/17  1 
4Z1 

CQ-7 

jy  / 

A  1  8 
4  1 .0 

Granville 

1  OOO 

1  777 
1,2.1  1 

17  7 
1  /.Z 

11/1 
1 14 

1  7A 
IZO 

1 1\  c 
1U.J 

Hadley 

7  A  1  0 

3,0  iy 

1  4A1 
3,403 

_4  1 
-4.J 

COA 

JUO 

7A8 
/OO 

SI  8 
J  1  .o 

riampaen 

4  117 
4,jjZ 

4,1  JO 

411 
4  1  j 

^^1 

J  J  1 

11  4 

J  J.4 

Hatlield 

Z,OOj 

7  £7C 
Z,0/j 

O  /I 
U.4 

1QO 

3oU 

COO 

juy 

11  O 

33.y 

Unit  ami 

noiiana 

1 

1  ,444 

7  OOI 

Z,UU1 

18  A 
JO.O 

14*» 
14j 

1  84 
154 

9A  Q 

zo.y 

Hoi  yoke 

1A  707 

1A  178 

30,3  /O 

i  1 
-1.1 

7  88  1 

/,oo  1 

7  17A 
/,3ZO 

7  o 
-  /  .u 

Huntington 

1,040 

1  777 

1,/  1 L 

7  7 

1  C8 
1  JO 

7  1  C 
Zl  J 

1A  1 
30. 1 

Longmeadow 

14,339 

1  1   1  O/l 

13,104 

1  o  o 
-1U.U 

1,/4Z 

2,363 

1  C  A 

33.6 

Ludlow 

1  A  KO 

10,3  jy 

1  A  07  1 
lO.U  /  1 

1  8 
- 1 .0 

1  701 

i,/y  i 

7  1AQ 

z,  /4y 

ci  c 

j3.j 

Middietieid 

Tin 

,33y 

1  CO 

35U 

1  7 

5.1 

A  A 
40 

A  7 
4Z 

O  7 
-O.  / 

Monson 

a  coo 

6,3yy 

A  OA  1 

o,ool 

A  O 

4.1) 

7  1  A 

/  lo 

O  1  c 

y  i  j 

77  O 
Z  /.O 

Montgomery 

CQ7 

jyz 

A77 
Oil 

1/1/1 

14.4 

A  C 

4j 

Q7 

oZ 

C7  7 

oZ.Z 

Northampton 

7C  1  QO 

Zj,iisy 

7C  071 
Z3.UZ3 

O  7 

-u.  / 

A  OQ7 

4,uy  / 

A  7AA 
4, ZOO 

/I  1 

4. 1 

raimer 

Q  78A 

y,  /oo 

i  n  OA4 
10,UO4 

7  8 
Z.O 

1  AOI 
1  ,OU  J 

1  QQn 

i  ,yyu 

74  1 

Z4. 1 

Kusseu 

1  471 
1  ,4Zj 

1  441 
1  ,44  1 

1  1 
1 .5 

147 
14  / 

i  <\i 
i  j  j 

4  1 
1. 1 

T)/-»  1  no  m 

r  cindm 

1  071 
1  ,U-  1 

1  74A 

77  n 
zz.u 

Q1 

y  i 

1  77 
1 Z  / 

1Q  A 

jy.o 

r  iainneiu 

178 
J  /O 

J  1U 

14  Q 

47 
4  / 

A1 
0 1 

7Q  8 

zy.o 

bourn  Hadley 

1/1/1  <  /i 
14,434 

1/11  01 

14,11)3 

7  /I 

-Z.4 

1  OA  C 

i,y4j 

7  CQ7 

Z,joZ 

17  Q 

3Z.o 

Southampton 

1  Q/1  0 

3,o4o 

A  (\AA 
4,U44 

J.l 

7CO 

z©y 

A  1/1 

434 

CO  7 

jU.Z 

Southwick 

6,888 

6,933 

0.7 

494 

734 

48.6 

Springfield 

111  1/17 
131,34Z 

1 1C  /11C 
1  j  j  ,4  1  j 

i  1 
j.l 

70  077 

zu,y  /  / 

7 1  CA8 
Zl  ,JOo 

7  8 
Z.O 

Tolland 

704 
ZU4 

7  C/1 
Zj4 

7/1  C 
Z4.J 

1 1 

31 

1C 

33 

1  7  O 

iz.y 

W  U1C  s 

1  fiRO 

1  ,UoU 

1  4<\fi 
1  ,1  ju 

14  1 

Q7 

y  I 

1  1 A 
1  lO 

1 Q  A 

Ware 

7,682 

8,227 

"i  i 

7.1 

1,271 

1,581 

~i  i  it 

24.4 

\A//*ct  s. fin n  11  ii r*  1  ci 
WCsl  opilllgl  ItlU 

91  4A1 

71  7S1 
Z  J,ZJ  J 

fi  Q 

-u.y 

J,JO  1 

4  784 
4,Zo4 

1  Q  A 

iy.o 

Westfield 

32,282 

33,059 

2.4 

4,183 

5,313 

27.0 

Westhampton 

1,049 

1,221 

16.4 

88 

106 

20.5 

Wilbraham 

11,030 

10,711 

-2.9 

1,023 

1,924 

88.1 

Williamsburg 

1,962 

2,196 

11.9 

275 

319 

16.0 

Worthington 

835 

1034 

23.8 

97 

122 

25.8 

Pioneer  Valley  Region 

510,253 

518,444 

1.6 

71,577 

84,434 

18.0 

Source:  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census 


1  1 


A  VIEW  OF  OUR  VALLEY    19  9  3    •  POPULATION 


TABLE  5  - 

MEDIAN  AGE 

Municipality 

1980 

1990 

Change 

Agawarn 

17  1 
JZ.1 

15  7 

J  J.  / 

117 
1  l.Z 

/Munersi 

71  7 
Z 1 .  / 

71  fi 
Z 1 .0 

n  5 

Deicneriown 

7Q  7 
Ly  .L 

11  5 

14  7 

R  lonH  fnrH 

omnuiuru 

17  n 

jZ.U 

15  Q 

17  7 
1Z.Z 

R  ri  m  fi  p  1 H 
Dl  Ulll  1C  1U 

11  9 

IS  Q 

JJ.7 

8  1 

0. 1 

V_  1 1  Co  LCI 

14  1 

77  4 

.7  1 

~Z.  1 

■   K  c*  c  t   f*f*i  p  1 H 

Liicam  nciu 

7Q  1 

Ly .  j 

11  0 

JJ.7 

1  5  7 

1  j.  / 

Chicopce 

11  1 
55.5 

JJ.l 

5  /I 

j.4 

f  1 1  m  m  i  n  cr  t  n  n 

V^UIIlIlllllgUJl  1 

14  S 

14  7 

JH,  / 

0  ft 

ruisi  ivOngmcdUOW 

15  9 

j  J.Z 

18  7 
JO.  / 

Q  Q 

y.y 

10  9 

14  1 

J't.J 

11  fi 

1  J.U 

Goshen 

111 
j  I .  I 

15  1 

jj.Z 

ill 

1  J.Z 

uranoy 

00  0 
Ly.y 

1/1  1 
j4.  / 

1  A  1 
lO.  1 

vjiaiiviiie 

in  5 

jU.j 

1/1  1 
j4.1 

1  1  fl 

1 1 .8 

Harllpv 
riduicy 

17  Q 

17  8 

J  /  .0 

14  Q 

Hampden 

115 

J  l.J 

1*7  1 

5  1.5 

18.4 

ndU  IciU 

14  1 

JH.  1 

18  1 

JO.  1 

1  1  7 
11./ 

Holland 

7Q  Q 

Ly.y 

17  1 
jZ.j 

s  n 

8.U 

rioiyoKc 

17  fi 
jZ.O 

11  5 

51.  J 

1  A 
-J.4 

riunungLun 

98  5 
zo.j 

17  Q 

15  4 

1  J.H 

T  /~*n  crmpaHnu/ 

1~AJ1 1  k.  1 1 ULiVJ  W 

1*5  0 

JJiV 

40  4 

1  5  4 

T  nHlrwi/ 

LUUIUw 

11  0 

7f\  4 

10  1 

1  W.J 

MirlrllpfiplH 

MiQoicncia 

17  1 

17  7 

J  /  .Z 

1  5  7 
1  J.Z 

Monson 

11/1 
J  1.4 

15  1 

jJ.Z 

lz.l 

Montgomery 

m  1 

JU.l 

1£  1 

1  Q  Q 

ly.y 

in  onn  am  p  to  n 

in  7 

jU.Z 

11  5 

JJ.J 

1  n  o 

rail  1 1C I 

77  4 

14 

1  fi 

J.O 

r  Cllldlll 

"39  1 

15  8 

JJ.O 

1 1  5 

1 1 .  j 

TD 1  riintialn 

r  lajnnciQ 

in  ? 

15  5 

JJ.J 

17  5 

1  I.J 

r\ u>>c  n 

28  8 

17  7 

1 1  S 

1  J.J 

oouin  riaaiey 

in  i 

jU.j 

11  8 
JJ.O 

1  1  f. 
1 1 .0 

oUUU  lal  1 1  piUll 

7Q  5 

Z7.  J 

15  7 

J  J.Z 

1Q  1 

17.J 

ooumwicK 

78  n 

Z8.U 

ii  n 

JJ.V 

1  7  Q 

1  1  .y 

vnnnrTiiolH 

opnngnciu 

70  0 

in  « 

JU.O 

7  1 

Z.J 

i ouana 

Ifi  A 
JO.O 

17  4 
J  /  .f 

7  7 
Z.Z 

W  ales 

78  8 

11  4 

Q  0 
y.y) 

ware 

11  Q 

jj.y 

11  0 

JJ.7 

n  n 
U.U 

\X/a ct  Q r"\n n ftri pi H 
WCol  opilMgllClU 

77  4 

IS  8 

JJ.O 

7  7 
/  .z 

Westfield 

29.9 

32.7 

9.4 

Westhampton 

30.0 

33.6 

12.0 

Wilbraham 

34.4 

39.3 

14. 

Williamsburg 

31.9 

35.8 

12.2 

Worthington 

32.1 

35.4 

10.3 

Source:  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census 


Ethnic  and  Racial 
Characteristics 

The  population  in  the  Pioneer 
Valley  Region  is  becoming  more 
diverse  in  its  racial  and  ethnic 
composition.  In  1980,  Blacks, 
Hispanics,  American  Indians, 
Asians  and  other  minorities  as 
defined  by  the  U.S.  Census 
Bureau  comprised  10%  of  the 
total  population.  In  1990,  these 
population  groups  made  up  15% 
of  the  region's  citizens  and 
accounted  for  the  region's 
population  growth  during  the 
decade.  Between  1980  and  1990, 
the  non-hispanic  white  population 
decreased  by  14,377  people  or 
2.7%  while  the  Hispanic  and 
minority  population  increased 
by  35,424  people  or  60.5%. 
This  rate  of  change  minors  the 
population  dynamics  occurring 
throughout  Massachusetts. 
In  addition,  the  median  age  of 
Blacks  and  Hispanics  is  approxi- 
mately 20  years  compared  to  32 
years  for  Whites. 
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Within  the  Pioneer  Valley  region, 
as  throughout  the  United  States, 
the  decade  of  the  1950's  brought 
to  a  close  high  birth  rates  which 
resulted  in  today's  largest  popula- 
tion segment  commonly  referred 
to  as  Baby  Boomers.  The  high 
rates  of  birth  which  began  in  the 
post  war  era  resulted  in  a  16.7% 
increase  in  the  region's  popula- 
tion between  1950  and  1960. 
During  the  1960's,  the  region's 
rate  of  population  increase  had 
slowed  to  9.4%. 


Subsequently,  between  1970 
and  1980,  the  region's  population 
remained  virtually  unchanged 
with  a  small  decrease  of  0.2%. 
This  modest  rate  of  population 
growth  is  projected  to  continue 
through  the  year  2020. 


Figure  4  -  TOTAL  POPULATION  FOR  THE 
PIONEER  VALLEY  1950-2020 


1950       1960       1970       1980       1990       2000       2010  2020 
Year 

I  Total  Population         O  Projected  Population 


Source:  Pioneer  Valley  Planning  Commission  Population  Projections  2/92 


The  projected  rates  of  changes 
are  smaller  than  those  experi- 
enced during  the  1980's,  with 
an  increase  of  2.6%  from  1990 
to  2000,  0.7%  from  2000  to  2010, 
and  1.2%  from  2010  to  2020. 
This  rate  of  growth  is  due  to 
relatively  low  birth  rates  which 
are  expected  to  continue  into  the 
future  as  well  as  a  lack  of  sub- 
stantial in-migration. 

In  addition,  the  region's  popula- 
tion will  be  older.  The  estimated 
median  age  of  the  region's 
population  increased  from  28.1 
years  in  1970  to  32.7  years  in 
1990.  By  2020,  the  median  age 
of  residents  in  the  Pioneer  Valley 
Region  is  expected  to  be  approxi- 
mately 37.2  years. 

By  the  year  2000,  the  number  of 
people  who  fall  within  four  of  the 
ten  age  groups  under  age  45  will 
show  decreases  in  population. 
Six  of  the  nine  age  groups  over 
45  will  increase  with  marked 
gains  in  the  number  of  people 
aged  45-59.  By  2020,  the  shift 
of  the  population  into  the  older 
age  groups  is  more  pronounced. 
Among  people  within  the  ten  age 
groups  under  aged  45,  seven  will 
decrease  while  the  number  of 
people  over  age  45  will  increase 
substantially. 
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Table  7  -  PROJECTED  POPULATION  CHANGE  1990  -  2020  BY  COMMUNITY 


Census 

Projected 

Percent 

Projected 

Percent 

Projected 

Percent 

Community 

Population 

Population 

Change 

Pop. 

Change 

Pop. 

Change 

1990 

2000 

1990-2000 

2010 

2000-2010 

2020 

2010-2020 

A  rroufom 
AgdWdlN 

97  191 

98  704 

ZO,  /UH 

<  i 
j.  i 

98  661 
zo,oo  j 

0  1 

-VJ.  1 

98  401 

ZO,HU  1 

0  0 
-KJ.y 

IS  998 

17  1 10 
j  / ,  1  j\j 

5  4 

40  066 

7  0 

/  .y 

44  1  S4 

44 , 1  J4 

10  9 

1  V7.Z 

DC1LI1CI  tUWU 

10  570 

i  w,j  /  7 

19  704 

90  0 

1  5  179 

1-7,1  /  Z 

1  8  6 

18  071 

10  1 
i7.i 

Rl*inHfnrH 
D  MIIUIOI  (J 

1  187 

l,lOf 

1  144 

11  9 

1  457 

8  5 

O.J 

5  0 

J  .7 

Rrimfield 

kJ  1  11111  IV- 1U 

3,001 

3,742 

24.7 

4,453 

19.0 

5,460 

22.6 

V_  1  UMll 

1  280 

1  405 

16  8 

1  610 

8  2 

1  816 

11  4 

f^hpstprfipld 

1,048 

1,135 

8.3 

1,157 

2.0 

1,217 

5.2 

i_nicopee 

S6  619 

S7  900 

1  0 

*\6  186 
JO,joO 

1  4 
■1.1 

SS  788 

J  j,  loo 

i  i 

fiimmincrtnn 

V,  Ul  1 1 1 1 1 1 1  I^UJI  1 

785 

945 

20.4 

1  138 

ltl  - '  <  > 

20.4 

1,401 

21  1 

—  -  1  .  1 

cla  SL  LiUIlglllCaUUW 

11  167 

11  796 

1 J ,  /  ZU 

9  7 

11  999 

1  J,ZZZ 

-1  7 
-j.  / 

19  601 

-4  7 

flu  MI  lal  I  ip  IUI 1 

1 5  517 

1 5  818 

lJ,OJO 

1  0 

15  560 

-1  7 

1  5  1 78 

1 J, 1 / o 

-9  5 

-Z.J 

iw/"\o  Won 

vjosncn 

810 

1  071 

90  0 

1  9Q0 

90  S 
ZU.J 

1  SSO 

1  ,J  Ju 

90  1 

VJI  aiiuy 

5  565 

5  500 

-1  9 

5  158 

J ,  1  JO 

-6  9 
-o.z 

4  711 

H,  /  J  J 

-8  9 
-o.z 

fwron\/i  1  If* 
VJ1  all  V111C 

1  401 

1  504 

1 ,J7H 

11  6 

u.u 

1  750 

i ,  /  jy 

10  4 

1  V7.*T 

1  006 

8  1 

O.J 

Hudlpv 

X  IUL1IL- V 

4,231 

4  202 

-0  7 

v/.  / 

4  011 

-4  0 

3,853 

-4  5 

Hampden 

4,709 

4,775 

1.4 

4,585 

-4.0 

4,220 

-8.0 

Hatfield 

3  184 

1  245 

1  0 

1  166 

Jtl  vTV/ 

-2.4 

1  065 

-3  2 

Holland 
nunui  1U 

9  185 

Z,  1 0  J 

9  019 

11  1 

1  719 

J ,  /  JZ 

98  9 
zo.z 

4  841 

*T  ,0*T  1 

90  7 

Z7.  / 

nuiyuRC 

41  704 

H  J,  /UH 

41  110 

H  J,J  1U 

-0  0 
-yj.y 

49  601 

-1  6 

41  1 19 

*T  J,  1  1  Z 

1  9 
1  .z 

Huntington 

l,9o  / 

z,14U 

/.  / 

z,zUV 

"3  9 
5.1 

9  TO£ 

Z,zoO 

"2  C 

i.5 

IS  467 

15  002 

-2  4 

14  016 

-1  0 

12  618 

-10  0 

IV/. 

T  nHlnuv 

LUUIUW 

18  890 

10  915 

i  7,z.  j  j 

9  9 

18  790 

-9  6 

17  061 

-4  1 

Middlpfipld 

109 

408 

4  1 

441 

8  0 

447 

1  1 

i .  j 

ivionson 

7  776 

7  074 
/  ,7  /H 

9  S 

Z.J 

7  816 
/  ,o  lO 

9  0 

1  601 

9  7 
-z.  / 

1V1UI  IL^UIMCl  y 

750 

055 

95  8 

1  144 

10  8 

i  y.o 

1  194 

1  5  8 

1  J.O 

No  rt  h  n  m  n  t  c\  n 

l  U1U111UUJI1 

90  980 

98  590 

-9  6 

97  619 

-1  1 

96  91 1 

-5  1 
j.  i 

i  an  ii  vi 

12  054 

12  158 

2  5 

12  280 

-0  6 

V7.V7 

12  104 

0  9 

r  L  111  Jill 

1  171 

1  ,J  /  J 

1  661 
1 ,001 

9i  n 

1  804 

14  1 
11.1 

9  1  S7 
Z,  1 J  / 

11Q 

1  j.V 

PI  ainfiplH 
r  laJllllClvi 

571 

814 

O  1H 

49  5 

*tZ.  J 

1  147 

40  0 

1  508 

i ,  jwo 

11  5 

R  uccpll 

I\U.>,>C11 

1  504 

1  650 

4  1 

1  656 

-0  9 

1  610 

i  ,v7  i  y 

-9  9 
z.z 

juuui  riauicy 

16  685 

16  507 

1U,JU  / 

-1  1 

16  991 
io,zzj 

-1  7 

1  S  S40 

-4  9 

-H.Z 

Southampton 

4,4  /o 

4,yyj 

1 1  ? 
11.3 

c  1*70 

j,z  /y 

J.  / 

j,44U 

1  A 

3.U 

OUUU1  WlClv 

7  667 

7  868 
/  ,ooo 

9  f\ 

7  70S 

9  1 

-Z.  1 

7  1QQ 

/  ,J77 

_4  0 
-l.U 

QnrincrfiplH 

Opl  lllgllClll 

1  56  081 

1  58  109 

1  J  O,  I 

0  7 

1  58  668 

0  4 

160  Q14 

1  4 
i  .1 

1  Ul  Ml  IU 

98Q 

104 

J7t 

16  4 

S04 

97  7 
Z  / .  / 

641 
Oh  j 

97  7 
Z  / .  / 

Wales 

1  SAA 

9  nfii 

Z,Uo  1 

19  Q 

5L.y 

9  <f\9 

9^  1 

1  9« 
j,ZjO 

9<  1 

Warp 

0  808 

10  850 

10  7 

1 1  619 
1  1  ,o  JZ 

7  1 

19  790 

1  Z,  /  Z7 

Q  4 
7.H 

^VpQt  ^nrinafiplH 

97  517 

97  061 

-1  7 

95  750 

ZJ,  /  J7 

-4  8 

94  165 

ZH,  JUj 

S  4 

-  J.H 

Wpstfiplrl 

TV  tjlll^lU 

18  179 

JO, J  /  z. 

40  660 

6  0 

41  780 

HI,/  OU 

9  7 
z.  / 

49  648 

HZ,OHo 

9  1 

Z.  1 

Westhampton 

1,327 

1,619 

22.0 

1,864 

15.1 

2,139 

14  8 

w  11U1 allot  11 

19  61 S 

11  177 

4  1 

19  899 

1  Z,oZZ 

9  7 
-z.  / 

19  14S 
1  Z,  1 H  J 

s  1 

-  J.  J 

Williamsburg 

2,515 

2,628 

4.5 

2,656 

1.0 

2,657 

0.1 

Worthington 

1,156 

1,377 

19.2 

1,591 

15.5 

1,882 

18.3 

Pioneer  Valley  Region 

602,878 

618,827 

452.5 

623,293 

277.7 

630,758 

250.9 

Massachusetts 

6,016,425 

6,167,331 

2.5 

6,146,911 

-0J 

6,082,117 

-1.1 

United  States 

248,709,873 

268,365,107 

7.9 

281,847,571 

5.0  294,307,670 

4.4 

Source:  PVPC  Populaton  Projections,  2/92  papdiWjUi 
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Figure  5  -  PROJECTED  POPULATION  OF  THE  PIONEER  VALLEY  REGION 
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Table  8  -  PROJECTED  POPLULATION  OF  THE  PIONEER  VALLEY  REGION 


Age 
Group 


Census 
Population 
1970 


Census 
Population 
1980 


Census 
Population 
1990 


Projected 
Population 
2000 


Projected 
Population 
2010 


Projected 
Population 
2020 


00-04  45,976  34,677  41,678  39,393  34,813  38,180 

05-09  54,241  38,210  41,104  41,196  34,610  35,477 

10-  14  56,587  45,458  37,205  44,344  42,206  37,367 

15-19  59,288  60,706  48,572  51,971  0,860  43,038 

20-24  52,811  62,075  56,720  45,957  55,944  56,649 

25-29  36,103  47,126  49,305  39,328  41,939  42,476 

30-34  28,433  42,665  49,822  45,912  37,032  44,738 

35-39  29,317  32,740  46,377  47,868  38,169  40,627 

40-44  33,446  26,301  41,281  47,881  44,407  35,730 

45  -49  36,397  26,838  31,496  44,730  46,142  36,806 

50-54  34,657  30,789  24,628  38,905  45,118  41,882 

55  -59  29,221  32,948  24,112  28,624  40,702  41,962 

60-64  24,451  29,720  26,144  21,117  33,440  38,918 

65  -  69  19,704  23,726  26,449  19,520  23,293  33,255 

70-74  16,876  17,958  22,315  19,703  15,984  25,344 

75  -79  12,954  13,345  16,137  18,161  13,498  16,181 

80-84  7,779  8,946  10,431  13,097  11,663  9,553 

85+  4,790  7,602  9,102  11,121  13,472  12,575 

Total  583,031  581,830  602,878  618,827  623,293  630,758 


Source:Pioneer  Valley  Planning  Commission  Population  Projections  2/92 
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